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It easy to shift blame for stuc

Worse, when the effort to reduce learning to a list of job-ready
skills goes too far, It misses the point of a university educc’rio
~ Molly Worthen, New York Times, The Misguided D e o
Measure ‘Learning Oufcomes’ February 018
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the end of the semester, anc
meaningful class for her students, and it felt cynicc

on a bunch of meaningless outcomes. Who hasn't felt anger a
this increasingly frequent, seemingly cynical tendency of
iInstitutions to reduce the complexity of learning to a metric,
productivity and outcomese”

~ Cathy N. Davidson, Inside Higher Ed, Aug 28, 2017



“The purpose of this course is fo make
risis easier to manage.”
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Assessing the Intangible in Our
Students

By Raymond J. Shaw | JuLy 27,2017

Michael Morgenstern for The Chronicle

www.chronicle.com/article /Assessing-the-Intanqible-in/240744



http://www.chronicle.com/article/Assessing-the-Intangible-in/240744

~Cathy Davidson, Chronicle ¢

October 22, 20



Toward an Expanded Taxonomy of Learning:
Four Kinds of Learning OQutcomes

2. Affective o
3. Intangibles (morals, ethics, social justice, life-Ic

4. Transformational (Dreams of Learning)



Performance (content and skills)

correlation, analysis of varianc
« Correctly identify the appropriate statistical fest for variou

research examples.



Assessing Your Performance Outcomes

dimensic
1. How difficult is it to generate the outcomess
2. How important are the outcomes?

3. How completely do the outcomes describe your goals?

So take a few minutes to evaluate your set of goals.



hitps://www.surveyi



Affective (interests, attitudes, personal characteristics)

 Interest in poli

\_/

Involvement

- Well-being « Openness to engaging new

- Positive aftitude toward BEEBC i clicte oo < /
literacy « Orientation toward interacting

with diverse people
« Academic motivation

These items are from the Wabash Study



Assessing Your Affective Outcomes

./

Take a few minutes to evaluate your affe



hitps://www.surveymc



Intangibles (morals, ethics, social justice, life-long learning)

s

Intercultural knowledge ¢
e Efthicalreasoning
 Foundations and skills for lifelong learning
e Globallearning

Intellectual and Practical Skills
e Creative thinking

e Teamwork

 Problem solving

These items are some of the AAC&U VALUE Rubrics that fit the category



Assessing Your Intfangible Outcomes

./

Take a few minutes to evaluate your intangible ¢



hitps://www.surveymc



Transformational (Dreams of Learning)

lasting, anc
your highest goals and aspirations for some or ¢

students.

Examples: Stats students, engineering students, RIS students,
Fr. Cioffi, Gothic Architecture



Assessing Your Transformational Outcomes

Take a few minutes to evaluate this set of goc



hitps://www.surveymc
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8.2 The institfution provides clear
public statements ...

8.3 Assessment of learning is based
on verifiable statements...

ive, intangible, and
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What does “measurable”

How do you “know
What constitutes “ev

After all...



“the systematic collection of

Information about student learning,
ing the time, knowledge, expertise,

Jble, In order to

What constitutes “information” from your
disciplinary perspective?



We must not be silent about the ineffable
goals we have for transforming our
students...

Include those goals in your syllabi, on your
websites, and most importantly, feach




Some Resources

www.liberalarts.wabash.edu/stud

or google "“Waba UC

* Intangible outcomes: AAC&U Rubrics

or google “aac&u value rubrics”


http://www.liberalarts.wabash.edu/study-overview/
https://www.aacu.org/value/rubrics

Av‘?ﬁllcble at:
h’n‘ps /wWwa.immagic.com/elibro

disciplinary

DISCIPLINARY ASSESSMENT

Or google the title...

Donna Heiland and Laura J. Rosenthal

Cheryl Ching



Dreams of Learning Project

« What do graduates valt

Email: shawr@merrimack.edu


https://www.facebook.com/dreamsoflearning/

